
Stardust@home Update

      

  After two years of searching, Stardust@home is finally bearing scientific fruit. The first batch of candidate tracks detected by Stardust@home volunteers for preliminary scientific analysis have been sent to European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF) in Grenoble, France, and  the Advanced Light Source synchrotron at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. The instruments in Grenoble and Berkeley used different methods for their analysis, but both were able to determine the precise composition of the particles. The results are now in, and it appears that none of the particles in this first batch are of extraterrestrial origin.  
    While this result may seem disappointing to those hoping for a quick breakthrough, it is not, in fact, surprising to the Stardust@home team. The six candidates are the first in a list of 100 potential particles found by Stardust@home volunteers in the 40% of the collector that has been scanned so far. Overall, Westphal and his crew expect to find around 20 true interstellar dust particles in this area. This means that only about one in five of the tracks found by volunteers is expected to be the real thing. With these odds it is hardly a surprise that the first six, selected at random, turned out not to be interstellar dust particles. But even if the analysis has yet to yield the hoped for results, the Stardust@home team can see a many positives coming out of this first batch of tests.
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 1 / 1

http://www.planetary.org/programs/projects/stardustathome/stardustathome_20080811.html

